
Power Searching 
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The “power” is in 
the limits: being 
able to narrow your 
search to branch, 
language, item 
type, and publica-
tion year. 

Begin by clicking on 
“Power Search.”  Be sure 
to scroll down to see all 
the search features. 



2 There are many ways to narrow your search. Some of the more 
important ones are shown. Click on the arrows to see drop-
down menus.   

Click here to limit 
your search to, for 
example, DVD or 
Largeprint or CD. 

See the 
next 
page for 
help 
with 
these. 

Click here to 
search a  
single  
library’s  
collection. Click here to 

find books in a 
particular  
language. 

Type in a year 
(e.g., 2005) or 
range of years 
(2005-2006) to 
limit by date of 
publication. 
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The “ands,” “ors,” “xors,”  and “nots” you get by clicking on the 
little arrows to the right of the search box  are called Boolean 
operators, words that are used to tell a computer how you want 
to combine your keywords.  

Boolean logic can be illustrated by the following diagrams: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A search using “And” will retrieve results containing both blue 
and red information; the results will not include those  
documents containing only blue or only red. In the diagram,  
the documents retrieved by using “And”  are contained with the 
violet area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A search using “Or” will retrieve results containing blue  
information, red information, or blue and red (i.e., violet)  
information together. In the diagram, the documents retrieved 
by using “Or” are contained within all the colour areas.  

OR 

AND blue AND red 

blue OR red 
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XOR XOR 

A search using “XOR” will retrieve results with either blue in-
formation or red information, but not results containing both 
blue and red (i.e., violet). Using this operator, you are eliminat-
ing “mixed” results; one or the other term is present, but not 
both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A search using “NOT” (e.g., “blue not red”) will retrieve results 
with only blue information.  No records are retrieved with the 
word “red” appears, even if the word blue appears with it. 
 
Want to know more about using Boolean operators? 
 
Try:  http://library.albany.edu/internet/boolean.html 
 
 
  

blue NOT red 

blue XOR red 

http://library.albany.edu/internet/boolean.html


4 Here are some examples of how you might use Power 
Search. Use it to find large print books: 

Use it to find DVDs (in this instance, French ones): 

Use it to find videocassettes (here, a video in a series): 

And use it to find music on cd: 

Problems? Need help? Ask a librarian at 255-6770! * 


